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Dog Social Categories
(adapted from BAD RAP)

Dog Social

These dogs are appropriate and playful with many dogs and are likely to do well in
many situations with other dogs. These dogs may still display some resource
guarding from other dogs or territorial concerns in their own homes and yards, a
behavior that is not often seen in the shelter environment but may be triggered in a
home.

Dog Tolerant

These dogs are usually more tolerant than playful or show no interest in other dogs.
These dogs might tolerate or ignore dogs in most situations and therefore do fine
but they may still display some resource guarding or territorial issues a behavior that
is not often seen in the shelter environment but may be triggered in a home.

Dog Selective

Majority of dogs fall in to this category. These dogs will play with some dogs while
intolerant of others; these dogs tend to have a few good doggy friends that they will
play with but when they decide that they do not like a dog they may growl, snarl,
snap, bark or pick a fight. Other Dog Selective dogs may prefer dogs with rowdier
play styles or dogs of their own size.

Dog Defensive

These dogs are playful with some dogs but reactive to dogs that challenge. The
reactivity often involves snapping and lunging along with vocalization and is rooted
in anxiety and fear.

Dog Aggressive

These dogs are not able to play with or tolerate other dogs. They will not have any
tendency toward playful behavior; their intent is to drive the other dogs away and/or
do damage. These dogs should always be on leash when outside the home.
Absolutely no dog parks. If a visiting dog is expected at the home, this dog should
be crated and not permitted to meet the visiting dog.

LHS recommends that all dogs are properly leashed when outside of the home. Any
dog may occasionally meet another dog and encounter a conflict. Proper leash
handling and supervision is in the best interest for you and your dog.

If you have any questions about these categories or definitions or notice any
concerning behaviors from your newly adopted dog, please contact the Training and
Behavior Department for behavior Adoption Follow Up.
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